
Translate speech to text with iOS Live Captions 
 

 

 
  

 Live Captions in iOS 16 
Live Captions is an accessibility feature on iOS that automatically generates text 
for spoken audio, both within apps and for conversations around you. It can be 
useful for people who are deaf or hard of hearing, or anyone who prefers to 
follow audio with subtitles. The new option lets users easily turn on automatic 
captioning in their Settings menu, which will apply to any audio played within the 
device, from phone calls to FaceTime sessions, to videos.  
 
How to enable: 

 Settings  
 Accessibility 

 Hearing 
 Live Captions- (toggle on)  
 Adjust Appearance (Font, Text, and Background Color) 

 Go back to “Accessibility”  
 General 

 Accessibility Shortcut (check Live Captions). Then you can 
triple click the side button to turn on and off. 

 Choose Microphone or iPhone Audio 
• Microphone – to caption in person conversations 
• iPhone Audio - to caption any type of sound within the iPhone. 

 

*Android- while it's available on many Android devices, it's not a universal 
feature. Specifically, Live Caption is available on devices running Android 10 or 
later, but it's primarily found on Google Pixel devices and Samsung Galaxy 
devices. 

 

 

 
  
  


